MINUTES OF JULY 14, 2004

ZBA MEETING, TOWNSHIP HALL

EASTPORT, MI

Present:  Martel, Scally, Keelan, and Colvin

Absent:  Heizer

Alternates:  Mouch present, Ellison abs.

Audience:  6

1. Meeting was called to order by Martel at 7:03 PM.  Scally is acting secretary in the absence of Heizer.

2. Motion by Colvin and seconded by Scally to accept the minutes of June 9, 2004 as presented.  Motion passes 4-0.

3. Public Hearing on Appeal 2004-07 is opened.  Mr. Gerald Ellison wishes to add a porch to the front of his home to eliminate an ice build up problem at his front door.    The base of this porch is on ground level.  It will be covered by a roof that extends from the peak of the existing roof of the home.  The porch will be supported by pillars.  The proposed porch needs a variance of 14 feet to fit within the 50 foot set back requirement. With no comment from the audience, the Public Hearing is closed.  Comments from Scally include that it will make a safer entry to the home, and Martel stating that the hardship is the ice build up at the front door.  This is the only entrance on the front of the home.  Finding of Fact is called.

1. The request is to make a safer entrance into the house.

2. Allows the applicant to step onto the porch and walk a clear distance under the porch before getting to the garage

3. This is the main entrance into the house

4. It is a legal non conforming structure

5. Less non conforming than the garage

6. House was built before Zoning

7. Porch is ground level

8. Hardship is the ice build up

There is a motion by Scally and seconded by Keelan to grant a 14 foot variance in the front yard set back for a new ground level porch with roof.  Roll call vote, Colvin yes, Keelan yes, to eliminate the unsafe entry, Scally yes, Martel yes, for safety reasons.  Motion passes 4-0.

4. Colvin gives update from Planning Commission.  The Commission approved a Special Use Permit for Bed & Breakfast in R2 zone.  They postponed their decision on Special Use Permit for the duplex on M 88 and DNR access road.

5. With no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:30 PM

These minutes are respectfully submitted and are subject to approval at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the ZBA.

Kathy S. Windiate

Recording Secretary

